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nople, as well as a considerable number of cubes of mosaics
which the Emperor sent as a present. The Caliph placed
many slaves as pupils at the disposal of the mosaicist, so that
after his departure al-Hakim had his own group of skilful
workers in mosaic. In the tenth century also the Emperor
Constantine Porphyrogenitus sent 140 columns to the
Spanish Caliph Abd er-Rahman III who at that time was
building Medinat ez-Zahra, his favourite residence, in Cor-
doba. In the ninth century under the Emperor Theophilus,
there lived in Constantinople a distinguished mathematician
named JLep*, Through his pupils he became so famous
abroad that the Caliph Mamun, an active promoter of
education in his country, asked him" to'come to his Court.
When Theophilus heard of this invitation, he gave Leo a
salary and appointed him as public teacher in one of the
Constantinopolitan churches. Although Mamun sent a per-
sonal letter to Theophilus begging him to let Leo come to
Bagdad for a short stay, saying that he would consider this
an act of friendship and offering for this favour, as tradition
asserts, eternal peace and 2,000 pounds of gold, the Emperor
refused to satisfy his request. In the ninth century also the
Caliph al-Wathiq (842-7) 'with a special authorization from
the Emperor Michael I IF sent to Ephesus an Arab scholar
to visit the caves in which were preserved the bodies of the
seven youths who, according to tradition, had suffered
martyrdom under Diocletian. For this occasion the Byzan-
tine Emperor sent a man to serve as guide to the learned
Arab. The story of this expedition, told by an Arab writer
of the ninth century, that is, by a contemporary, is not to be
rejected. It indicates that even at a time when hostilities
between Byzantium and the Arabs were very keen and
frequent, a sort of joint 'scientific' expedition was possible.
The goal of the expedition was in absolute harmony with
the medieval mind.
Arabo-Byzantine wars affected the literature of both
countries. The military conflicts created a type of national
hero, intrepid, valiant, magnanimous; some of these heroes
became legendary figures endowed with superhuman vigour
and carrying out stupendous deeds. An Arab warrior,
Abdallah al-Battal, probably fell in the battle of Acroinoa